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Background

Until recently, Alaska has been considered free of
invasive submerged aquatic plants that greatly impact
freshwater resources in other areas of the world
where they are not native. The discovery of Elodea
in Chena Slough in Fairbanks in 2010 drew attention
to an established population in Eyak Lake and led to
the discovery of Elodea in other waterbodies near
population centers. Since then, it has been documented
in several additional waterbodies in Fairbanks,
Anchorage, and the Cordova region.

Known Alaska locations

A genus of rooted aquatic macrophyte
Not native to Alaska
Cold tolerant, survives freezing
Fragments and spreads easily
Popular aquarium plant (“oxygen weed”)

Potential Vectors
•
•
•
•

Aquarists
Float planes
Boats/trailers
Fragments

• Containment to prevent further spread
• Eradication where feasible (e.g. herbicides)
• Strategic statewide outreach targeting potential vectors

Efforts to date

• Physical surveys
• Localized public outreach efforts
• Formation of Statewide Communication Plan working
group in October 2011
• Pilot control projects in Fairbanks (mechanical, diver
hand pulling/cutting); suction dredging planned for 2011

Elodea
•
•
•
•
•

What can be done?

Anchorage: Little Campbell, Delong, and Sand Lakes
Fairbanks: Chena Lake and Chena Slough
Cordova Area: Eyak, McKinley, andMartin Lakes; Alaganik Slough

Next steps

• Response plan (prevention, control, eradication)
• Communication plan (development/implementation)
• Securing funding for eradication efforts

How you can help

• Train field crews to identify and document Elodea
• Report sitings to USFWS: (907) 786-3510 or 3813
• Support prevention, control, and eradication efforts
• Assist response team efforts: denny_lassuy@fws.gov
• Assist statewide communication efforts:
katrina_mueller@fws.gov

Impacts

• Safety: fouls float plane rudders/boat propellers
• Nuisance: impedes launching/navigation
• reduces property values
• Ecological
--decreases stream velocity
--increases rates of sedimentation
--simplifies aquatic habitat structure
--alters nutrient availability
--overgrows native aquatic submerged plants
--has been shown to degrade salmon spawning habitat
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